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Jamestown – Part 2 Study Guide 

1. Name the hardships the settlers faced in Jamestown, 
 

• Lack of safe drinking water because the water was brackish, or salty 
 

• Marshy land—this attracted mosquitoes which carried diseases such as 
malaria 
 

• Lack of food—the winter was a tough time with little to no food 
 

• Most settlers were gentlemen from England who were not used to 
working, there was a lack of skilled laborers 
 
2. What are the 4 reasons the settlers survived in Jamestown? 

 
• Arrival of supply ships 

 
• John Smith’s forced work program and strong leadership of John Smith 

 
• Trading relationships that developed with the Powhatan 

 

• Emphasis on self-sustaining agriculture and farming crops 

     

3. Pocahontas served as contact between the native peoples and the 
English settlers.  
 

4.  Place Virginia’s government in order: 

House of Burgess  Virginia General Assembly  General Assembly 

 

1. General Assembly    2. House of Burgesses   3. Virginia General Assembly 



5. What was Captain John Smith’s forced work program?  Why did he put 
this in place?  

Based on John Smith’s statement that “He who does not work shall not 
eat.” Since most of the people who came to Jamestown were 
gentlemen, they were not used to working. This program forced all to 
work in order to eat. 

6. In what year did women arrive in Jamestown?   

1620	

 
7. Women made it possible for settlers to establish families 

and a more     permanent      settlement. 

 
8. In what year did slaves arrive in Jamestown?  

1619 

 
9. Slaves helped the colonists expand the tobacco economy.  

 
10. What is a cash crop? What was Virginia’s cash crop? 

Cash crops are crops that are grown in order to sell and make 
money. Virginia’s cash crop was tobacco. 

11. What were the 2 groups of the General Assembly called?  
 

• Governor’s Council 
 

• Burgesses 
 
12. What did the General Assembly allow colonists to do? 

Gave settlers the opportunity to control their own government 
through the burgesses 

 



13. Define Burgesses: 

Two elected representatives from each settlement in Virginia	

14. What did the English trade with the Powhatan Indians? What did the 
Powhatan give the English in return? 

The English traded pots, copper, and copper to the Powhatan. They 
Powhatan gave them mainly food in return.	

15. What is a reason that the Native Americans began to dislike the 
English? 

They began to see them as invaders who would take over their land.	

 

 

 

	


